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chriSTopher peña/collegian Senior biology major Daniel Arriaga jumps in the REK Center pool as he competes in Penguin Plunge 2011. See story, Page 8.
About 100 people crowded the front steps 
of Brownsville’s City Hall on Wednesday 
to hear District 4 Commissioner Edward 
Camarillo announce his campaign for 
mayor. 
Camarillo, who has served two terms as a 
city commissioner, said his decision to run 
for mayor came when he felt the need to 
serve the community in a bigger capacity.
In his 10-minute speech, Camarillo 
talked about the problems Brownsville 
faces today. 
“Jobs and economy, a better image for 
Brownsville and a secure, friendly border 
for all of our people and for our friends and 
neighbors, this is what you demand,” he 
told the crowd. “This is why I’m standing 
here in front of you. Today, I am your 
commissioner; tomorrow, your next mayor 
of Brownsville.” 
Camarillo became emotional when he 
talked about the criticism he has received 
for wanting to run for mayor and being too 
young.
“We must prove to ourselves and to 
society that being young is not an excuse 
to make mistakes,” he said. “Being young 
is the ultimate challenge. We can prove to 
all that we have what it takes to be a leader 
and to serve responsibly.” 
When Camarillo took a moment to 
remove his glasses and wipe tears away, the 
crowd cheered and chanted his name.
“And to you, who don’t’ think a mayor 
should be 31 years old, I say to you now, 
‘Don’t ever underestimate the heart of 
a young leader,’ he said. “It’s in that 
passionate, committed and honest heart 
where six years of city experience resides.” 
The race for mayor could get crowded. 
Published reports say attorney Tony 
Martinez and entrepreneur Mike Garza 
also plan to challenge incumbent Mayor 
Pat Ahumada. 
Rose Melendez, a Brownsville resident 
who volunteers at different adult day-care 
centers and is a campaign volunteer, said 
Camarillo is an elected official who does 
not rest when it comes to helping out the 
city. 
“Sometimes I’m driving by and [I see 
him in] the alleys; he’s out there moving 
the branches. … He goes on weekends and 
he’s removing the graffiti from the different 
places where the kids are making a mess out 
there,” Melendez said. “He is an awesome 
person. He works really hard, he’s always 
dependable, always has a smile on his face. 
He’s out there for the community, always.” 
Camarillo to run for Brownsville mayor
By Christine Cavazos
collegian ediTor
• See ‘Camarillo ,’ Page  6
Penguins in the pool 
The Texas Southmost College board of 
trustees met with UT System Chancellor 
Francisco Cigarroa last week to discuss 
options regarding the future of the 
partnership between TSC and the system.
On Friday morning, Dr. Roberto 
Robles, a TSC trustee, told The Collegian 
UT System officials want to come up with 
a final decision before March 15 because 
that is the last day to submit requests or 
proposals to the Texas Legislature.
 Trustee Trey Mendez said he did not 
know of any deadlines.
“I mean, the legislative session 
obviously already started, so it would be 
wishful thinking to think that anything 
can get done this session.”
Robles said one option discussed at last 
Wednesday’s meeting with the chancellor 
is to separate both institutions and come 
to some type of contractual agreement on 
the use of buildings, which would result in 
costs rising for TSC and UT-Brownsville.
“The cost will rise to maintain and 
operate on both sides, including the 
possibility that we will have to increase 
our taxes, the district taxes, but if that’s 
what the majority of the board wants, then 
that’s what we’ll have,” Robles said.
Asked if the district’s tax rate will 
increase if the institutions separate, 
Mendez replied: “At this time there is 
really no way for us to know until we do 
some projections.”
The other option is for the University 
of Texas System to take over the entire 
maintenance and operation of the Texas 
Southmost College. UT System would 
maintain an open admissions policy, try to 
Cigarroa visits for partnership talks
Alejandra González
The collegian




among the incidents 
reported by Campus 
Police between Dec. 
13 and Jan. 8.
At 4:30 p.m. 
Dec.13, a student 
reported that a 
Mercedes 300 series 
and a Volkswagen 
collided in Lot Z. No injuries were reported.
 At 12:37 p.m. Dec.15, a Campus Police 
officer on patrol found car keys on the door 
of a Dodge Ram 1500 in Lot U. The keys 
were taken to Campus Police headquarters 
for safekeeping.
At 3:53 p.m. Dec.16, a staff member 
from the Office of the President reported 
a student who was displaying threatening 
behavior toward the office personnel.
At 6:10 p.m. the same day, a Campus 
Police officer arrested a man who allegedly 
was heavily intoxicated and transported 
him to Carrizales-Rucker Detention Center. 
At 3:53 p.m. Dec.18, an officer on patrol 
found a man lying under some bushes in 
front of the Jacob Brown Auditorium. The 
man, who smelled of alcohol, was placed in 
a taxicab and transported home. The officer 
forgot to return the man’s identification 
card placed in safekeeping at Campus 
Police headquarters.
At 12:14 p.m. Dec. 20, a student reported 
a possible hit and run in Lot Z. The student 
witnessed the driver of a vehicle strike a 
parked Chevrolet Trailblazer. 
At 12:52 p.m. the same day, a faculty 
member reported a man having a possible 
heart attack at the Regal Barber Shop in the 
International Technology, Education and 
Commerce Center. The man had fainted 
and when he regained consciousness, he 
was transported to Valley Baptist Medical 
Center-Brownsville for further evaluation.
At 12:03 p.m. Jan. 3, a staff member 
reported that he had misplaced five 
university keys in the Science and 
Engineering Technology Building.
At 1:09 p.m. Jan. 6, a staff member 
reported that a bicycle had been chained to 
an Arts Center light post for several weeks. 
An officer took custody of the abandoned 
bicycle and stored it at Campus Police 
headquarters.
At 3:59 p.m. Jan. 8, a Campus Police 
officer assisted a co-worker who had a 
medical emergency at the Amigoland Villas 
apartments. The man was transported 
to Valley Regional Medical Center-
Brownsville.
--Compiled by Alejandra González
On CampusPage 2 • January 24, 2011 The Collegian
The Collegian is the mul-
timedia student newspaper 
serving the University of 
Texas at Brownsville and 
Texas Southmost College. 
The newspaper is widely 
distributed on campus and is 
an award-winning member 















































© 2011 The Collegian 
The University of Texas at 
Brownsville and 
Texas Southmost College 
B r i e f s
S c h o l a r s h i p s
P o l i c e  R e p o r t s
Opportunity: Want to earn money? Set 
your own hours? Interviewing for positions 





The Rio Bravo Wildlife Institute 
is looking for interns across many 
disciplines. Opportunities available include 
videographer, journalist, graphic designer, 
event coordinator/planner, marketing, trail 
and garden designer, business planner, 
Web designer and assisting with eco-bus 
logistics. For more information, send an 
e-mail to Joe Boswell at jboswell@rbwi.
org.
ACT preparation
UTB/TSC’s Language Institute’s 
ACT preparation course continues until 
Feb. 10. The cost of the course is $140 
for four weeks and covers math, science, 
English and reading each week. For more 
information, call 882-4178. 
Accreditation  visit
The National League for Nursing 
Accreditation Commission will visit the 
College of Nursing on Tuesday to perform 
a site review of the graduate program. 
The campus community may visit the 
accreditation team at 6:15 p.m. in Life and 
Health Sciences Building room 2.604. For 
more information, call 882-5070.
Patron of the Arts
Pianist Richard Urbis will perform at 8 
p.m. Tuesday in the Arts Center. Tickets are 
$10 for adults and $5 for senior citizens, 
children and UTB/TSC students with ID. 
For more information, call 882-7025.
Natalie Stovall show
The Office of Student Life and the 
Campus Activities Board will host 
“Scorpion Roundup,” featuring rising 
country music star Natalie Stovall, at 7 
p.m. Wednesday on the front lawn of the 
Student Union. Pre-show activities start 
at 4 p.m. Admission is free for UTB/
TSC students with their ID. For more 
information, call 882-5138.
Pep rally 
The Office of Student Life and the 
Athletics Department will host a Spring 
Pep Rally for the UTB/TSC baseball and 
golf teams at 11 a.m. Thursday on the 
Student Union lawn. The event will feature 
free food for the first 300 fans and a free 
novelty act from Team Coyote called “Big 
Chair on Campus.” For more information, 
call 882-5138.
PWS jewelry sale
Professional Women Speak will have 
its Spring Treasure Chest Jewelry 
Sale from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Feb. 3 in 
the Endowment Courtyard. For more 
information, call Juanita Urbano at 882-
8224 or Mabel Hockaday at 882-7280.
English-studies conference
The English Graduate Advancement 
and Development Society (EGADS!) will 
present its second annual undergraduate/
graduate English-studies conference at 8 
a.m. Feb. 5 in SET-B. This year’s theme 
is “Literature: Its Pain, Its Pleasure.” 
For more information, visit www.
egadsconference2011.org.
 ‘Vagina Monologues’ rehearsals
Rehearsals for “The Vagina 
Monologues” are scheduled at 5:30 
p.m. until Feb. 27 in the main building 
of The Village at Fort Brown. For more 
information, send an e-mail to Elisa Nino 
at nanis1287@yahoo.com or Debbie Perez 
at debra.perez@utb.edu, or call 882-7177.
Research Symposium
Faculty, staff and students are 
encouraged to submit papers to the UTB/
TSC Research Symposium. The deadline 
is Feb. 28 and requirements are posted at 
www.utb.edu/symposium. The event takes 
place from 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. March 25 
at the International Education, Technology 
and Commerce Center. 
Walking tours
The public is invited to learn more about 
Brownsville’s history with the Brownsville 
Historical Association’s Shades of 
Winter Walking Tours. The next tour, 
guided by UTB/TSC Professor Emeritus of 
History Anthony Knopp, is scheduled at 
11 a.m. Friday in the Brownsville Heritage 
Complex. Tour spaces are limited and pre-
registration is highly suggested. Admission 
is $10 for non-members and $5 for BHA 
members. For more information, call 541-
1167.
Ministry seeks graphic designer
UTB/TSC’s Catholic Campus Ministry 
is looking for a student with experience 
in graphic design to assist in creating 
fliers, posters and uploading website/
social media content for the ministry. The 
assignment consists of five to six hours per 
week until April 30. A $600 stipend will 
be awarded in three disbursements. For 
more information, contact Yarid González 
at 541-9697 or send her an e-mail at 
ygonzalez@cdob.org.
Certified Public Manager Program 
The Institute for Public Service is 
accepting applications for the next cohort of 
the Certified Public Manager Program, 
which is set to start in February. For more 
information and to fill out the application, 
visit http://gemini.utb.edu/ode/ips/.
--Compiled by Daniel Beltrán
If you would like your organization 
or department news published in The 
Collegian’s Briefs section, call Daniel 
Beltrán at 882-5143 or send him an e-mail 
at collegian@utb.edu.
The Magic Valley Electric 
Cooperative Scholarship (MVEC) is 
available to students who demonstrate a 
coherent degree plan and willingness to 
pursue a course of higher learning and 
have a minimum of one-year membership 
with Magic Valley Electric Cooperative 
at the application deadline date. The 
deadline to apply is Thursday. For 
more information and an application, 
visit http://www.magicvalley.coop/
community/scholarship-program/.
The 2010-2011 Ronald McDonald 
House Charities U.S. Scholarship 
Program is available to U.S. citizens 
who have at least one parent of Hispanic/
Latino heritage, are younger than 21 
years old and eligible to attend a two- 
or four-year college or university with 
a full course of study. The deadline to 
apply is Friday. For more information, 
visit http://www.rmhc.org.
The Florence Terry Griswold 10-11 
Scholarship II is available to female 
U.S. citizens who are college professors 
engaged in specialized study of any 
language/culture of the Pan American 
countries and demonstrate ability to put 
the results of study in a Pan American 
country to use upon return to Texas. The 
deadline to apply is Jan. 31. For more 
requirements and information, visit 
http://www.partt.org.
The American Cancer Society Breast 
Cancer CD 2000 Inc. scholarship 
is available to cancer survivors. An 
annual $500 scholarship is given to an 
outstanding student with aspirations 
of assisting cancer patients and their 
families. The deadline to apply is Feb. 
1. For more information, visit http://
www.finaid.org/scholarships/cancer.
phtml.
--Compiled by Daniel Beltrán
Flexible Retirement Income
Bob Richardson CLU, ChFC
REGISTERED FINANCIAL CONSULTANT
(956) 542 - 1775
Investment Advisor Representative with and Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through 
Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc (TFA) member FINRA, SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor.
Non-securities products and services are not offered through TFA.
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The Student Government Association 
announced the resignation of three 
members during a special meeting last 
Tuesday in the Student Union’s Salon 
Gardenia.
Among those who resigned was Vice 
President of Policy and Procedure Joshua 
Law.
“Just like everyone else, we try to 
accommodate everyone’s schedule. My 
schedule was one that conflicted with 
this time of the meeting. … I’m going to 
resign my position as vice president of 
policy and procedure,” Law said. “But 
notice I do it very happily. … [SGA 
President] Jorge [Muñoz] has done a great 
job in resurrecting the SGA and I was very 
happy to able to be a part of that, and now 
that you guys are here, you guys can take 
the rein.”
Muñoz and the senate reacted with 
sadness. 
“Sadly, we have another VP position 
open and somebody does have to fill it and 
it has to come from one of you guys,” he 
said. “You had a whole semester to learn 
and now it’s time for you to step up and 
do the job.” 
The SGA also received the resignations 
of Vice President of Accounting and 
Finance Dana Almeida and Senator at 
Large/Pro-tem Jose Maria Uvalles over 
the winter break.
Almeida resigned due to conflicting 
hours between classes and SGA meetings.
“There’s a conflict between one of the 
classes she has to take and the meetings, 
she’s actually in class right now,” the 
SGA president said. “We tried moving 
the meetings to other days. We were even 
thinking about coming here on Sunday, 
but it isn’t going to work out. So, we lost 
two members.” 
Uvalles resigned after he informed 
Muñoz via e-mail that he would not be 
returning to UTB/TSC for the Spring 2011 
semester.
“According to the message he sent me, 
[he] will not be attending the university 
for this semester; he had some things 
that he needed to take care of. So he, by 
default, has to leave student government,” 
Muñoz said.
Freshman Senator Hanna Roberts was 
chosen to take Uvalles’ position after a 
vote by paper ballot during the meeting.
The positions of vice president of policy 
and procedure and accounting and finance 
remained vacant as of press time Thursday. 
In other business, the SGA passed three 
resolutions that allocate $4,000 to purchase 
items for events during the semester.
Resolution 23 allocates no more than 
$300 to buy such items as food, soft drinks 
and balloons for the inauguration of the 
Scorpion Metro bus shuttle, which has 
been funded by a three-year grant from the 
Brownsville Urban System.
“Our goal is to get people to ride it,” 
Muñoz said. “We don’t want to lose this 
grant … just because we didn’t use it.”
Law supported Muñoz’s statement by 
commenting on the convenience of having 
bus transportation on campus.
“For all the people that had problems 
parking this morning, you can now park 
at ITECC and just come over,” he said. 
“It leaves every 20 minutes. I work at 
ITECC, and it took me 13 minutes to 
get to campus. So it was quick; it was 
very express. It was very enjoyable and 
I know that other senators have brought 
this [item] in the past, or at other meetings 
from years back, and now is the time to 
utilize it. That’s why we want this event: 
to encourage that.”
The inauguration will take place from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday, starting at 
the bus stop in front of Cardenas Hall 
North and ending at the International 
Technology, Education and Commerce 
Center in an effort to encourage students 
to utilize the free service.
Also approved was Resolution 
24, sponsored by Vice President of 
Administration Rosalinda Rangel and 
SGA loses 3 members; allocates cash for students
By Cleiri Quezada
The Collegian
While cold air whirred outside the 
Arts Center Jan. 15, UTB/TSC President 
Juliet V. García informed a full house 
about the university’s achievements, 
coming challenges and recognized retiring 
faculty and staff during this semester’s 
convocation. 
Because 2011 marks the 20th anniversary 
of the UTB/TSC partnership, García 
recalled the days when Brownsville’s 
economy was based in agriculture and said 
the future lies in healthcare, ecotourism, 
education and finance. 
“Life is still much too hard for many 
people in the Rio Grande Valley,” she 
said. “Can you imagine how even more ill 
prepared we would have been as a region 
had this university not been established 
20 years ago, having awarded since then 
33,000 certificates and degrees?” 
As the proceeding clapping ended, 
García acknowledged the current, bleak 
state of affairs for the nation, which is 
climbing out of recession and still mired 
in war, and Texas, which is facing its 
largest budget deficit, but took a stance on 
improving education, no matter the dire 
times. 
“As innovative as Texans are, we still 
need to do a much better job in education,” 
she said. “… Texas ranks among the bottom 
states in the nation in education; dead last 
in the percentage of the adult population 
that graduates from high school--the 
state, not the Rio Grande Valley; 37th in 
the percentage of the population enrolled 
in a degree-granting institution; 35th in 
academic research and development, 
and 41st in the number of science and 
engineering degrees awarded.” 
A silver lining, though, came through 
when García presented a video that 
followed the first UTB/TSC doctoral 
education graduates, Aidee Vasquez 
and Norma Ibarra Cantu, during Winter 
Commencement. 
Other milestones for UTB/TSC achieved 
in Fall 2010 include receiving the Carnegie 
Foundation Community Engagement 
Classification thanks to Ethel Cantu, 
associate vice president for Academic 
Affairs; Kathy Bussert-Webb, an associate 
professor in the Language-Literacy and 
Intercultural Studies program; Shamina 
Davis, director of the Center for Civic 
Engagement, and more than 50 faculty and 
staff who aided in the application process; 
the computer information sciences and 
engineering physics departments attaining 
accreditation from the Accreditation Board 
for Engineering and Technology; and 
getting preliminary notification that the 
Council for Accreditation of Counseling 
and Related Education Programs has 
awarded national accreditation to the 
graduate program in counseling and 
guidance, which only one other University 
of Texas System school,  UT-San Antonio, 
has earned. 
García later began to discuss the Texas 
budget deficit and how university officials 
plan to handle the consequences for the 
university, which has been asked by the 
Legislature to cut its budget by $20 million 
in the 2012-2013 budget. 
“Not an easy task,” the president said. 
“Some very difficult decisions are going 
to have to be made. Our vice presidents, 
deans and the team of the Business Affairs 
Division have been working very closely 
with our provost to develop strategies to 
minimize the impact the state’s budget 
shortfall will have on this campus. Our goal 
By Rene Cardona Jr.
The Collegian
Hello, fiscal hardship; goodbye, retirees 
• See ‘SGA,’ Page   9
Vice President of Policy and Procedure Joshua Law 
announces his resignation from the SGA. 
ChrisTopher peña/Collegian
• See ‘Convocation,’ Page   5
UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García speaks during Spring Convocation Jan. 14 in the Arts Center. On stage with 
García are some of the faculty and staff members who are retiring. 
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AUSTIN--Public education in Texas is 
facing billions in proposed budget cuts that 
would include slashing arts education, pre-
kindergarten programs and teacher incen-
tive pay as lawmakers take on a massive 
deficit with the promise of no new taxes.
Lawmakers got their first glimpse of 
what the next state budget might look like 
late Tuesday, including the $5 billion cut 
to public schools, as Republican Gov. Rick 
Perry and his supporters were dancing at 
an inaugural celebration.
Texas is facing a $15 billion revenue 
shortfall, and few corners of state govern-
ment were spared in the draft proposal for 
the next two years. The Texas Constitution 
requires a balanced budget, and Republi-
can leaders have vowed not to raise taxes.
The budget does propose millions of 
dollars in new fees. For instance, state 
employees and retirees who smoke would 
pay a $30-a-month “tobacco user monthly 
premium surcharge” and the attorney gen-
eral’s office would charge an “annual child 
support service fee,” a “monthly child sup-
port processing fee” and an “electronic fil-
ing of documents fee.”
The budget draft would spend $73.2 bil-
lion in state money and $156.4 billion in all 
funds for the 2012-13 budget period.
It would shutter four community colleg-
es and generally eliminate financial aid for 
incoming freshmen and new students. The 
Texas Grants scholarship program would 
drop by more than 70,000 students over the 
next two years.
The proposal also would reduce reim-
bursement rates by 10 percent for physi-
cians, hospitals and nursing homes that 
participate in Medicaid--a decrease that 
could eventually dry up participation in 
the health care program for poor and dis-
abled Texans. In all, $2.3 billion would be 
cut from Medicaid, the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program and other health and 
human services.
The plan would eliminate 9,600 state 
jobs over the next two years, including 
more than 1,500 jobs in the prison system. 
The Department of Criminal Justice faces 
$459 million in cuts, including a 14 percent 
reduction in psychiatric and pharmacy care 
for inmates.
“It’s a catastrophe. No financial aid for 
kids to go to college. No pre-kindergarten 
for kids to learn their numbers and their let-
ters. Health and human services slashed,” 
said Rep. Pete Gallego (D-Alpine). “No 
Texan can be proud of this.”
The Legislative Budget Board was re-
quired by law to release the budget to 
leaders Tuesday, the fifth business day af-
ter the session starts. The draft is just the 
beginning of a long process, which prob-
ably won’t be finalized until next summer 
when the governor signs the Texas budget 
for 2012-13.
Perry took the oath of office for his third 
term. After a day of parties, he spent the 
evening at a celebration in downtown Aus-
tin, just a mile from the Capitol. The inau-
gural was paid for by donors.
Some analysts say the true shortfall 
could be much higher than $15 billion--
closer to $27 billion. The proposal would 
make public school finance reform legisla-
tion almost inevitable. It also would mean 
about 100,000 children would no longer 
have access to pre-kindergarten, schools 
won’t get help building new science labs 
and would end a program that helps stu-
dents earn promotion to the next grade.
The plan would slash $772 million for 
Texas colleges and universities, includ-
ing nearly $100 for flagship universities 
Texas A&M University and the University 
of Texas at Austin. The two-year colleges 
that would be closed are Brazosport Col-
lege in Lake Jackson, Frank Phillips Col-
lege in Borger, Odessa College and Ranger 
College.
The state’s contributions to the state em-
ployee retirement fund would be reduced 
from 6.95 percent to 6 percent, less than 
what is needed to maintain the fund, ac-
cording to the Legislative Budget Board. 
While almost every other state agency 
would see a reduction in employees, the 
average number of full-time employees in 
Perry’s office over the next two fiscal years 
would go to 132 from an average of 120.
The base budget does not use money 
from the state’s Rainy Day Fund, expected 
to have a balance of $9.4 billion at the end 
of the next biennium.
“Texas needs a balanced approach that 
includes using the Rainy Day Fund and 
adding new revenue,” said Scott McCown, 
executive director of the Center for Pub-
lic Policy Priorities, which advocates for 
needy Texans. “With a revenue shortfall 
this large, as the proposed budget shows, 
the Legislature cannot balance the budget 
through cuts alone without doing terrible 
damage.”
Rep. Jim Pitts, the chairman of the 
House Appropriations Committee, said he 
would explain the proposal to the chamber 
on Wednesday.
“My complaint is that they canceled 
one of my classes because there are 
only four students who 
registered, and I 
need that class to 
graduate. And 
it puts me back 
another year, 
so I graduate 
in 2012 summer 
instead of 
December.”
“I wish parking was more 
accessible. I’ve had lots of bad 
experiences with a car. I’ve gotten 
hit on the side 
of my door. I 
have dents 
everywhere. I 
wish we had 
more parking 
lots available 
to us. I feel the 
cars are too close 
together sometimes, 
or they tend to park over the line. And 
every time they open their door they 
just [swing] it open and I have dents 
all over my door. It’s a lot to repair. 
It costs money and I don’t need that 
kind of pressure right now.”
“This year, financial aid took a 
while to come in and pay for my 
classes. Instead of 
coming as a direct 
deposit, [which] 
I already had, 
it came in 
through mail, 
and it came 
in two days 
before school 
started. I was 
worried that I wasn’t 
going to be able to pay for my classes 
and have to pull out an emergency 
loan.”
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Do you have beef? If so, call 
Collegian Reporter Rene Cardona Jr. 




Give the rich a break
Could we please stop with the “tax breaks 
to the rich” rhetoric? It really devalues 
any argument you may present against it. 
It shows lack of understanding or outright 
ignorance in the taxing system because 
the phrase makes it seem as if the rich 
seem to get an unfair advantage when they 
are “given tax breaks,” even though the 
opposite is true. Whenever someone utters 
these five words, I categorize that person 
and [his or her] opinion in the following 
three ways:
A. Person has little or no experience in 
the workforce or having to pay into the tax 
system. Any opinion coming from [him or 
her] will have no substance. A conversation 
can be had and, maybe, some learning.
B. Person never looked into how taxes 
work, so they don’t know or understand 
the tax bracket setup. [His or her] opinion 
on the matter is naive. [He or she] can 
be educated in the realities of taxes, so a 
conversation can be had.
C. Person holds strong beliefs in shared 
property so no matter if he or she does or 
doesn’t know what they are talking about, 
a conversation can’t be had. Arguments can 
be made, but reason will be the ultimate 
loser.
Be specific. There are currently six 
tax brackets in the U.S. and we have a 
progressive tax code, so it doesn’t get any 
cheaper making more money. Any tax 
“breaks” the rich get only bring our tax 




Junior computer engineering major
Public education in Texas faces massive cuts 
AssociAted Press
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Chancellor issues statement on House 
Bill 1; Page 10
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The Brownsville City Commission 
has approved a $37,000 budget 
amendment to the general fund to cover 
legal expenses stemming from a lawsuit 
filed against the city and the commission 
over certificates of obligation.
On Aug. 9, 2010, the city was stopped 
from issuing $2.4 million in certificates 
of obligation after a group of residents 
filed a lawsuit. The residents were 
William de la O, Robert H. Carey, 
Roberto Uresti, Dagoberto Barrera, 
Aragelia Miller, Tere Flores, Moses 
Sorola and Robert Sanchez.
The commission was going to issue 
the certificates of obligation to pay for 
police vehicles, traffic control devices, 
ambulances, landfill equipment, traffic 
vehicles, landfill improvements and 
landfill engineering. 
Because of the lawsuit, the city was 
not able to issue the certificates of 
obligation. 
Finance Director Pete Gonzalez told 
the commission at its meeting last 
Tuesday that the city was also not able 
to lock in low interest rates during the 
period when the CO’s were going to be 
issued. 
“We are going to be coming to you 
probably around February 1 with a list of 
what we intend to issue the certificates 
of obligation on,” Gonzalez said. “… 
We will also include other items, such 
as street improvements.”
The commission authorized the 
issuance of $375,000 in tax notes for 
construction of streets, sidewalks and 
related drainage improvements, 29 
police patrol vehicles, three ambulances, 
one fire pumper truck, a street sweeper, 
a traffic bucket lift truck, computers 
for the municipal library, traffic and 
control devices, fees to develop a 
landfill groundwater and surface water 
protection plan and a drainage plan 
public safety vehicles.
Gonzalez explained tax notes are 
debt obligations similar to certificates 
of obligation, which are secured with 
a pledge of annual ad valorem taxes. 
The city is authorized to issue tax notes 
under law to acquire, construct and 
equip public improvements. 
In other business, the commission 
awarded a contract of $64,300 to 
RouteMatch of Atlanta, Ga., for the 
purchase of mobile data computers, 
radio modems and two-way radios for 
the Brownsville Urban System.
The commission also awarded a 
contract for reconstruction services for 
20 homes to RLCG Consulting Group, 
JIO Construction Co., Pedro Gonzalez 
Construction and Valley American 
Contractors, all of Brownsville. All 
contractors’ bids for labor, electrical 
and plumbing materials must not exceed 
$21.50 per square feet, according to a 
letter to Purchasing Director Roberto 
Luna from Ben Medina, director of 
planning and community development. 
The project will be paid for with a 
$1.6 million grant that was awarded to 
the city by the Texas Disaster Recovery 
Agency, Housing Manager Adrian 
Villanueva said. 
The houses that will be reconstructed 
were damaged by Hurricane Dolly, 
which hit Brownsville in 2008.
“We invite people to come and 
apply as long as they have a [Federal 
Emergency Management Agency] claim 
and they [need to] meet certain criteria 
set by the state,” Villanueva said. “… 
[Prospective applicants may] come and 
fill a lengthy application; they bring 
paperwork, [their] Social Security card, 
etc. So once they do that, we get them 
into the system and we go and assess the 
house; we do a scope of work and see 
if the house needs to be demolished or 
rebuilt.” 
City commission amends budget for legal fees 
By Christine Cavazos
Collegian editor
Finance Director Pete Gonzalez asks the Brownsville City Commission to approve a budget amendment of 
$37,000 to cover legal fees in a lawsuit filed by some residents over the proposed issuance of certificates of 
obligation.
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is to have a collaborative and transparent 
budget reduction process. On Jan. 24, we’ll 
launch a newly revised website. You’ll find 
a question-and-answer link where you 
can stay informed on budget issues. The 
Web page will also be interactive with a 
place for you to comment and offer your 
suggestions.” 
Also, Provost Alan Artibise promised 
to meet periodically with the Staff and 
Academic senates to keep them informed, 
García added. 
Sandwiching the gloomy fiscal news was 
García’s announcement that the Legislature 
may proffer UTB/TSC a tuition revenue 
bond to build a Student Success Center 
building, which would house processes 
currently in Tandy Hall and others scattered 
around campus, because “TRBs” are seen 
as economic engines, being able to create 
construction jobs, and are an investment in 
higher education in the long term.
Other monies are coming to UTB/
TSC in the form of 18 grants that will 
provide $3 million in funding, and over 
the last semester, 55 grant proposals were 
written which could provide $17 million 
in additional funding, García said. Also, 
through the Rio Grande Valley Higher 
Education Initiative, the UT System plans 
to invest in border universities, specifically 
in science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics education, energy and the 
environment, health professions and 
manufacturing. 
Investments coming sometime this 
spring will be “substantial,” García 
said. “Investments will be made in new 
academic programs such as the You-Teach 
program that will focus on the preparation 
of teachers in the STEM fields, in the 
hiring of exceptional faculty through a 
special STARS funding mechanism and 
the construction of a ‘smart’ hospital for 
the training of nurses and allied health 
professionals. More details in February 
after the board of regents has made their 
final decision.”
Closing convocation were the 
announcement of new appointments and 
recognition of 27 retirees out of 40, who 
were each given a rose and a performance 
of “Las Golondrinas” by Juan Antonio 
Chapa, a fellow retiree and Physical Plant 
carpenter. 
Appointed to new positions were 
Edna Garza Escobedo as interim dean of 
College of Nursing, Terry Overton as dean 
for University College, Eldon Nelson as 
interim dean of the College of Biomedicine 
and Health Professions and Art Olague as 
interim director of Campus Recreation. 
Besides Chapa, those retiring are Information 
Systems Assistant Director Gerald Alexander, 12 
years of service; Construction Technology Lecturer 
Felipe G. Paredes, 12 years; Maria C. Ramos, 
senior administrative secretary, 12 years; Language, 
Literature & Intercultural Studies Associate Professor 
Renee Rubin, 12 years; Financial Aid Director 
Marisela Chapa, 13 years; Modern Languages 
Professor Lidia Diaz, 14 years; Associate Professor 
of Teaching, Learning, and Innovation Michael 
Sullivan, 14 years; Dean of Instructional Support 
Douglas M. Ferrier, 16 years; Associate Professor 
and Chair of Nursing Katherine B. Dougherty, 17 
years; Travel Coordinator Lupita Farrell Mata, 17 
years; English Department Chair William Harris, 19 
years; Senior Library Assistant Yolanda Gomez, 20 
years; Financial Aid Specialist Bertha G. Cruz, 22 
years; Assistant to the Dean of College of Applied 
Technology and General Studies Deloria Nanze-
Davis, 22 years; Associate English Professor Jose 
M. Garza, 23 years; Maintenance Worker II Juan J. 
Sanchez, 24 years; Art Professor Nancy Sclight, 24 
years; Language, Literature & Intercultural Studies 
Professor Paula Parson, 25 years; Senior Library 
Assistant Francisca Juarez, 25 years; Admissions 
and Recruiting Administrative Assistant Graciela A. 
Moreno, 25 years; Assistant Kinesiology Professor 
Jack L. Loff, 26 years; Assistant Professor of Modern 
Languages Cheryl L. Phelps, 26 years; Executive 
Assistant to the Provost Maria del Pilar Saldivar, 
27 years; Administrative Computing Data Control 
Clerk Leticia Hernandez, 27 years; Software Systems 
Specialist Marco Hernandez, 27 years; Data Entry 
Operator Jose M. Cepeda, 28 years; Administrative 
Secretary Diana V. Covarrubias, 28 years; Assistant 
Financial Aid Director Georgiana M. Velarde, 29 
years; Computer Operations Supervisor Rolando 
Velarde, 29 years; English Professor Lawrence Lewis, 
29 years; Drafting Technology Master Technical 
Instructor Jaime R. Garza, 29 years; Programming 
Services Manager Rosendo Garcia, 30 years; 
Maintenance Worker Matias Espinoza, 30 years; 
Data Management and Reporting Director Cynthia 
Lerma, 31 years; Biology Professor Genaro Lopez, 
34 years; History Professor James B. Sullivan, 37 
years; Associate English Professor Teresita Cadena, 
37 years; Assistant Mathematics Professor Maria I. 
Peña, 38 years. 
Convocation
Continued from Page 3
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Student Government Association 
President Jorge Muñoz said he supports 
Camarillo because he believes he is a 
people’s commissioner. 
“He’s not out here for the power, he 
doesn’t need the fame,” Muñoz said. “He’s 
out here because his heart tells him to be 
out here and that’s why I [support] him.” 
Asked by The Collegian what changes he 
would make if elected, Camarillo replied: 
“We’ve got to take care of our home first, 
and so we need to do a lot of things at city 
hall and better prepare our image in the 
commission so that we can tackle the real 
issues that face this community, [such as] 
economic development and border security. 
But before we get to that, we have to make 
sure our house is in good shape.” 
Camarillo believes the commission 
needs to be united in order to improve 
Brownsville.
“It’s going to take a commission to be 
united, to be together, and a leader to lead 
us all in the right direction and I think I’m 
going to be the right person,” he said.  
Camarillo encouraged UTB/TSC 
students to get involved in the city election, 
which will take place May 14.  
“This race is so important,” he said. “This 
is about your future. You all need to come 
out and vote; you all need to come out and 
see who the best candidate is and all I can 
ask is that I hope I can get their support.”
Camarillo wants to inspire students into 
doing what they can for their community, 
no matter their age. 
“Being young, you can do great things 
and we have, and I want them to know that, 
that they have a bright future and they can 
do so much more,” he said. 
Camarillo has served as District 4 
commissioner for six years. He was first 
elected in 2005 and re-elected in 2009. 
He is employed as a marketing consultant 
for Border Home Health in Brownsville.
Camarillo’s public service includes being 
treasurer of the Lower Rio Grande Valley 
Development Council, chairman of Keep 
Brownsville Beautiful, director on the 
board of Keep Texas Beautiful, founder 
of Project READY (Resilient, Educate, 
Active Involvement, Diversity and Youth), 
vice president of P.O.N.Y. League Baseball 
and founder of Camarillo Meals on Wheels, 
according to a news release from his 
campaign. 
He graduated from James Pace High 
School in 1997 and received a bachelor’s 
degree in history with a minor in early 
childhood education from UTB/TSC in 2002. 
He also served as the Student Government 
Association president. Camarillo is pursuing 
a master’s in public policy administration and 
management.  
Camarillo 
Continued from page 1
At its meeting last Thursday, the 
Cameron County Commissioners’ Court 
heard the continuing debate over closing 
the entrance to the Laguna Madre Nature 
Trail.
Currently, the South Padre Island 
Birding and Nature Center, which 
connects with the trail at three points, 
charges an entrance fee of $5 for adults, 
$4 for students 13 to 18 years of age and 
senior citizens, $2 for children ages 4 
to 12, according to the birding center’s 
official website.
The Laguna Madre Nature Trail’s 
only entrance is located next to the 
South Padre Island Convention Centre. 
Admission to the trail is free.
“Some of these folks are making their 
way to the Birding Center through the 
convention center [entrance],” said 
South Padre Island Mayor Bob Pinkerton 
Jr.
Pinkerton supports closing the entrance 
and having visitors enter the trail through 
the birding center entrance. He said that 
if the entrance at the Convention Centre 
remains open, the birding center will 
continue to lose money.
“There is no doubt in my mind that free 
access is not going to work,” Pinkerton 
said.
But Cameron County Judge Carlos 
Cascos disagreed.
“I do not see anything that shows that 
it would be a financial disaster,” Cascos 
said.
Pinkerton said officials could not 
determine the actual dollar amount that 
the birding center is losing.
He also mentioned worries of 
vandalism, trash, partying and dog 
walking.
“There’s beer cans the next morning,” 
Pinkerton said.
Opponents of closing the convention 
County tables action on closing nature trail entrance
By Francisco Garza
The Collegian
• See ‘County,’ Page 8
James Knight, a resident of South Padre Island, 
calls for a compromise on a proposal to close the 
entrance to a nature trail next to the South Padre 
Island Convention Centre. 
Sergio Salazar/Collegian
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1401 East Washington Street
Brownsville, TX  
(956) 982-0445
www.talecrisplasma.com 
Monday:  8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Tuesday:  8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday:  8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Thursday:  8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Friday:  9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Saturday:  8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Earn $100 this week 
Donate your plasma at Talecris Plasma Resources to 
help save the lives of patients worldwide and earn 
up to $100 this week as a new donor.
UTB/TSC students can pack their bags 
and get ready for a fun-filled educational 
summer by studying abroad and taking 
advantage of new programs. Not only can 
students find a program that suits their 
needs and dreams but they can take this 
opportunity to prepare for a successful 
career.
“UTB wants to ... provide the best 
opportunities for [its] students,” said 
Alla Paroiatnikova, director of Global 
Engagement. “That’s why this office was 
created with an emphasis of creating study 
abroad opportunities for every major.” 
While several study abroad programs 
have been available at UTB/TSC for 
about seven years, the Office of Global 
Engagement came into being in August 
2010 and institutionalized the programs.
The goal of the Global Engagement 
Office is to create programs to study 
abroad that are challenging academically, 
affordable to students and part of the 
curriculum.
This summer, four new study abroad 
programs will become available to students 
aside from the two that were already in 
existence. London; the Hacienda Barú 
National Wildlife Refuge in Costa Rica; 
Ayacucho, Peru; and Vienna, Austria are 
the novel programs and the program for 
Spain has been expanded. The deadline 
to apply for the program and pay a $500 
deposit is Feb. 1. Students are encouraged 
to apply as soon as possible because each 
professor oversees a group of 15 students, 
so space is limited.
As of Jan. 10, 40 students had signed up 
for the program. Last year, UTB/TSC study 
abroad programs had about 50 students.
Students who have previously partaken 
in these experiences have only positive 
things to say.
Mariana Saldaña, a Spanish teacher 
in Los Fresnos High School, was able 
to experience the great diversity in the 
dialects of southern Spain through a course 
she took with Dania López-García, chair of 
the Modern Languages Department. 
“It was an unforgettable trip that I 
recommend to all students,” Saldaña said.
Juanita Moya, a teacher for the Harlingen 
School District, was also part of this 
experience in Spain.
“It was like having classes in a very 
“real” laboratory,” Moya said.
Moya’s advice to students is to not think 
twice about studying abroad, just do it.
Study abroad in Spain was not exclusive 
to Spanish majors. Beatríz Juárez, a junior 
architecture major, took a Studio 2 class 
in Spain, where she was given the task 
of designing a new building on top of an 
old one. During her studies she had the 
responsibility of going about Sevilla, 
trying to find the required materials to 
build her models.
“You kind of have to, you know, let go 
of all those ideas you are used to always 
and you have to go ahead and adapt to a 
different environment, and you have to be 
able to design in a different environment. 
... It’s a lifetime experience,” Juárez said.
Students must meet a few requirements to 
participate: have a 3.0 grade-point average, 
have completed at least 12 credits at UTB/
TSC, not be on disciplinary probation, be 
THEA/Compass compliant, have a valid 
passport, be enrolled in at least one course 
offered, participate in a mandatory pre-
departure meeting and have two letters of 
recommendation from faculty.
Students must be at least 18 years 
old and those under 21 require a letter 
of parental approval. Priority is given 
to students; however, staff, faculty and 
community members can participate if 
space is available.
The cost of a program averages $3,000 
and includes airfare, tuition and fees, 
housing, meals, even healthcare.
“Our programs [are] 50 percent of the 
price as the programs in the University of 
Boston,” Paroiatnikova said.
People who would like to participate 
but find themselves in a tight financial 
situation may have the opportunity to 
obtain a scholarship.
Scholarships based on academic merit 
and financial need are just some of the 
opportunities that students have in order to 
study abroad.
If all else fails, students can resort 
to taking out a loan or borrowing the 
necessary funds.
“There is good borrowing and 
bad borrowing,” Paroiatnikova said. 
“Borrowing money to invest in your future 
is a good investment. Borrowing money 
to buy a truck is a bad investment; it will 
never show up on your transcripts, but 
[studying abroad] will, forever and ever.”
For more information, contact Larissa 
Guijosa, study abroad coordinator, at 882-
8955 or visit http://www.utb.edu/provost/
oge/studyabroad/Pages/Welcome.aspx. 
The Global Engagement Office is located 
in Camille Lightner Center room 104. 
Studying abroad: an educational investment
By Héctor Aguilar
SpaniSh Editor
Students interested in studying abroad can contact Larissa Guijosa, study abroad coordinator. 
héctor aguilar/collEgian
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The plunge of the penguins 
Call them Chilly Willys. Dozens 
of UTB/TSC students braved a cold 
front Thursday night to compete in 
Penguin Plunge 2011, a series of 
water contests in the REK Center 
swimming pool.
Campus Recreation employee 
Carlos Castro said plans for the 
Penguin Plunge began last October 
and 50 students signed up to take a 
plunge in the cold water. However, 
only 25 students actually participated 
in the competition. 
Asked if it would become an annual 
event, Castro replied, “Hopefully, 
we’ll make this a tradition and next 
year we might have shirts, blankets 
and all kinds of prizes to give away.”
Freshman Jaime Martinez braved 
the 50-degree weather as the first 
participant to jump in the pool. 
“It was colder outside than it was in 
the water,” Martinez said. He enjoyed 
the experience and is looking forward 
to next year.
The obstacle course consisted of 
three events. In the recreation relay, 
teams of two were instructed to 
plunge in the pool, run the track and 
then tag their teammate, all while 
being timed against other teams.
The competition relay posed a 
challenge for contenders as each 
person attempted to swim across the 
length of the pool and back in a race to 
beat the clock. Of the 15 participants, 
13 completed the challenge. 
The final part of the course was the 
Penguin Plunge, which was open to 
everyone. Ten fearless students took 
the plunge. 
Participants and spectators enjoyed 
free hot chocolate served by Campus 
Recreation and music provided by 
the Office of Student Life.
“I really enjoyed the music. It 
was fun; we had hot chocolate with 
big marshmallows--that was really 
neat--and just seeing everyone all 
cold getting out of the water,” said 
Keirsten Velasquez, a junior biology 
major and Campus Recreation 
employee who donned a penguin 
costume to motivate the crowd.
The event was part of Welcome 
Week. Activities continue this week 
with a blood drive at 10 a.m. Tuesday 
and Friday in Cardenas Hall South 
117, the Scorpion Roundup featuring 
country singer Natalie Stovall at 
8 p.m. Wednesday in the Student 
Union’s Gran Salon, a Student 
Involvement Fair from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Thursday on the Student Union 
lawn and a pep rally scheduled at 
noon Thursday, also at the Union.
 For more information, call the 
Office of Student Life at 882-5111.
By Carlos Solitaire III
Sting Radio newS diRectoR
chRiStopheR peña/collegian photoSComputer science graduate student Joshua Bradford expresses his joy after swimming a great lap time during 
Penguin Plunge 2011, held Thursday night at the Recreation, Education and Kinesiology Center pool. Sophomore criminal justice major Alex Lopez also competes in the Penguin Plunge.
Sophomore kinesiology major Michael Zamora was one of 25 students who took part in the Penguin Plunge. 
Participants braved chilly temperatures as a cold front swept through the Rio Grande Valley shortly before the 
contest.
center entrance to the nature trail say 
people have been using those boardwalks 
for free since 1992.
Pinkerton said the entrance fee is 
reasonable.
South Padre Island resident Karen 
Moore opposes closing the nature trail 
entrance.
“We tried to negotiate, but their side 
did not care to negotiate,” Moore told 
the court.
Fellow Island resident James Knight 
wants to keep at least some part of the 
trail free of charge.
 “There was an interlocal agreement 
in which the birding center may join 
[the Laguna Madre Nature Trail] free 
and open boardwalk and that they might 
charge for those boardwalks coming 
from the birding center,” Knight said. 
Before the court tabled the item, 
Cascos said, “This is a no-win situation 
for either side. We are going to make a 
lot of people unhappy and a lot of people 
happy. I’d rather just make everyone 
unhappy. … I don’t see any other way 
than this way.” 
After the item was tabled, Knight told 
The Collegian, “We would have liked to 
resolve this, but it has been tabled.” 
In other business, the court recognized 
longtime Harlingen resident Antonio 
Lima, who turned 100 on Jan. 17. 
Precinct 4 Commissioner Dan 
Sanchez, a grandson of Lima’s, presented 
him with a U.S. flag that was flown over 
the U.S. Capitol on his birthday.
County
Continued from Page 6
Look us up on Facebook, Twitter and Youtube.





Clothing: Dark brown leather 
jacket, eBay.com ($30); Interpol 
T-shirt, concert in Houston ($40); 
wool pants, eBay.com ($30); brown 
oxfords, eBay.com ($25)
What/who inspires your style? “Jesus 
Christ inspires me because his hair is 
really nice and wavy. I like his robes, 
they are really comfortable, and if he’s 
comfortable, then I’m comfortable. 
Music also inspires me because of 
the type of genres, such as folk and 
psychedelic.”
Describe your style in three words: 
“Eclectic, neat and classy.” 
--Compiled by Leslie Barrientos 
co-sponsored by Law, which encourages 
future leaders to remain active participants 
of the community and of the campus.The
SGA will allocate $2,500 of its budget 
for decorations, food and other items 
needed for the Leadership Banquet, which 
will take place toward the end of the 
semester.
Resolution 25 allocates no less than 
$1,200 for the purchase of two more 
Scorpion Leadership Rings. The rings will 
be awarded to “outstanding students who 
have demonstrated a balance between their 
academic achievement and co-curricular 
activities,” according to the resolution.
Alla Paroiatnikova, executive director 
of the university’s Office of Global 
Engagement, addressed the senate on the 
services provided by the department.
Paroiatnikova said the department is not 
new but was created by faculty and staff 
members who work with international 
students and scholars.
“What was happening was that there 
were a lot of problems because people 
weren’t working together,” she said. 
“The best practices in this area were not 
followed just because they came under 
different leadership [and] under different 
departments. So, we really needed to 
put everything together and [use] best 
practices for our international students and 
scholars.”
The university has about 450 students 
and 120 international scholars. 
An international student is any student 
who has a visa, and an international 
scholar is any faculty or staff member 
employed at UTB/TSC with a special or 
foreign visa.
Unlike UTB/TSC, most of the UT 
System universities have international 
student fees. 
UTB/TSC has not charged an admission 
or an international activities fee before.
“So we proposed a set of fees,” 
Paroiatnikova said. “One for admissions, 
which will help us to provide better 
orientation and prepare our international 
students better for integrating into 
American academic life, as well as service 
fees for when they are admitted and 
become full-time students at UTB.”
The fees will take effect in Fall 2011, 
according to Samantha Lopez, manager 
of International Scholar and Student 
Services.
Paroiatnikova proposed that there 
be a one-time $50 admission fee per 
international student, which is lower than 
other UT System universities.
“The international activities fee is also 
$50; comparable fees at UT-Austin [are] 
at $85 to $100. So we try to minimize the 
financial impact,” she said. 
The fee will be assessed only to 
international students.
“No domestic students will be affected 
by it,” Paroiatnikova assured the senate.
Paroiatnikova said UTB/TSC “has to do 
much more for its international students 
and scholars,” when it comes to providing 
extracurricular activities and orientation.
“What we see [is] very few international 
students participating in a lot of activities 
that are provided by [the] UTB campus 
because they’re actually not fully 
integrated.”
The Office of Global Engagement 
decided to adopt the practices at most UT 
System universities.
“Our goal is to provide great services to 
our international students so we can retain 
them,” she said.
SGA
continued from Page 3
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reduce tuition for the community-college 
students and eliminate district taxes.
“[UT System] would shoulder the entire 
cost,” Robles said. “They would run and 
operate the entire community college. The 
only thing they can’t shoulder: They can’t 
take over the bond debt.”
He said it takes about $10 million to 
$15 million a year to maintain and operate 
the college, and to add the bond debt cost 
to the operations would not be financially 
feasible for UT System to do.
However, if the UT System takes over, 
the taxpayers would get immediate tax 
relief and “after the bond is paid off, there 
would be no more taxes incurred in the 
district,” Robles said.
During Wednesday’s meeting, Cigarroa 
clarified that UT System is in a neutral 
position, that it was not here to choose one 
or the other option, according to Robles, 
and if the board members want to separate 
the institutions, that it would be OK with 
their decision.
But, Cigarroa also told TSC trustees 
to “be aware that costs to maintain and 
operate in a separate way will go up,” 
Robles said.
If trustees choose the first option, they 
will not share in the governance of TSC 
because UT System is shouldering the 
cost except for the bond debt, he said. The 
college would have a community advisory 
board, but the day-to-day operations 
would be on UT System’s shoulders. 
“Les está costando a ellos,” Robles 
told The Collegian, referring to the UT 
System if the first option is chosen. “They 
are the ones that are paying everybody. 
They are paying staff, administration, 
faculty, maintenance and operations of all 
the buildings and then they also work at 
doing away with the district tax over time. 
We have to weave that into the equation.”
Robles said those trustees in favor of 
separation have requesting a financial 
analysis to see if it’s feasible.
“If the costs are prohibitive, then they, 
the trustees that are in favor of separation, 
are going to rethink their position or 
maybe a different model,” he said.
TSC board Chairman Francisco “Kiko” 
Rendon said that during Wednesday’s 
meeting, officials noted UT-Brownsville’s 
need to keep growing and continue to 
contribute to the needs of the area, but 
they also said the college’s mission is 
important, too. 
“They’ve established a transition team 
that is going to decide how we are going 
to transition from the relationship we 
are in right now to the relationship that 
we will be in the future,” Rendon said. 
“There will be some kind of relationship 
… because we have the facilities and they 
have some things that we are interested in, 
so we have to figure out how it’s going 
to transition. But, we will have some kind 
of working relationship going forward, 
and that’s what we will be having our 
transition teams working on.”
Rendon explained that now there is 
shared governance and in the future there 
won’t be shared governance but “it will be 
a partnership moving forward.”
“I would like for the needs of our 
junior college role and mission to be met 
and I’m hoping also to work towards a 
model that would help us make our junior 
college more affordable,” he said. “We are 
actually going to hire some consultants 
that are going to do the analysis and 
projections for us so we can make our 
decision based on the information that we 
get from them.”
Asked about a deadline for the 
decision, Rendon responded: “There is no 
deadline, but both sides are interested in 
defining our new relationship as soon as 
possible so our students and the faculty 
and everybody that’s associated, the 
community, everybody who’s concerned, 
understands what’s happening going 
forward, so there’s not the uncertainty that 
we have right now and that is the sense of 
urgency that we have. The sooner that we 
define that, the better off the community 
is.”
Asked how the trustees are going to 
inform the community about the current 
negotiations, Mendez replied: “Right 
now they have to stay private for certain 
reasons because we don’t want any of the 
information to get out, but if we feel that 
something like that would be necessary, to 
go public ,then we obviously look forward 
to doing that.” 
On Thursday the board met to hear 
a proposal on leasing space to an IDEA 
Academy Campus at the International 
Technology, Education and Commerce 
Center.
The trustees also met in executive session 
to discuss the educational partnership 
agreement with the University of Texas 
System board of regents, candidates for 
appointment to the transition team and 
candidates for the executive director 
position, but no action was taken.
 Trustee David Oliveira reported that 
the Physical Facilities Committee had not 
been able to meet Wednesday to make its 
recommendation on the IDEA Academy 
proposal.
 However, officials from IDEA Public 
Schools gave a presentation on the plan.
Matthew Randazzo, chief growth 
officer, said the mission of IDEA is to 
“prepare students from underserved 
communities for success in college and 
citizenship.”
David Merrill, a member of the IDEA 
Public Schools board, said the TSC/IDEA 
partnership proposal “will have a steady 
stream of college-ready applicants. … 
Students will benefit from dual enrollment 
opportunities and the cultural/social 
opportunity provided by TSC.”
The mission synergy between the two 
organizations are profound and “together 
we will strengthen our community,” 
Merrill said.
IDEA Academy in Donna was founded 
in August 2000 and graduated its first 
class in 2007. In 2010, more than 6,800 
students enrolled in 16 IDEA schools in 
eight communities across the Rio Grande 
Valley.
JoAnn Gama, co-founder and chief 
operating officer for IDEA Public 
Schools, said the proposal calls for the 
school to be located in the former JC 
Penney store site at ITECC, which was 
once a shopping mall. The area is 78,000 
square feet. A portion of the parking lot 
will be designated for intramural fields.
Funding for the charter schools comes 
from state and federal grants and such 
philanthropic organizations as the Gates 
Foundation and the Michael and Susan 
Dell Foundation. 
In other business, the board tabled 
action on entering a contract with a 
certified public accountant to conduct a 
financial analysis for the district.
Legal counsel addition
During its Dec. 8 meeting, the board 
authorized hiring attorney Horacio 
Barrera to join the legal counsel to the 
transitional team handling separation of 
the University of Texas at Brownsville 
and Texas Southmost College. 
The motion to retain Barrera, made 
by Trustee Trey Mendez and seconded 
by David Oliveira, came after the UT 
System announced the dissolution of the 
partnership with Texas Southmost College 
last November.
In other business, the board tabled the 
approval of a budget amendment for the 
transition team.
Board
Continued from Page 1
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AUSTIN--University of Texas System 
Chancellor Francisco G. Cigarroa issued 
the following statement Thursday with 
regard to the proposed budget for the next 
biennium outlined in House Bill 1 and its 
impact on the UT System and its nine 
academic and six health care institutions:
“The proposed budget cuts to higher 
education and health care institutions 
outlined in House Bill 1 are dramatic 
and deep and will have immediate and 
future devastating consequences for our 
students, patients, faculty, staff and the 
communities of Texas.
“In early 2010, most state agencies 
received a directive to cut 5 percent of 
general revenue from their budgets. UT 
System institutions implemented cuts 
totaling more than $175 million while 
accommodating a record enrollment 
of students, many of whom were first-
generation college students from 
underserved regions of Texas. These 
reductions were disproportionately felt 
by higher education institutions. Even 
though universities in Texas account for 
12.5 percent of the state’s budget, the cuts 
we suffered accounted for 41 percent of 
the total mandated reductions. 
“We have now been required to cut 
an additional 2.5 percent in the current 
biennium and to prepare plans for an 
additional 10 percent cut for the next 
biennium. We cannot continue to absorb 
cuts without directly and negatively 
impacting all whom we serve, and House 
Bill 1 proposes even more cuts. As an 
enterprise predominantly composed of 
people devoted to serving the needs of 
our students, patients and communities 
across the state, the additional budget 
cuts will result in more layoffs of faculty 
and staff and the reduction of services to 
students and patients throughout Texas. 
“Every effort will be made to protect 
teaching, research and mission-critical 
services. University research holds 
particular significance in Texas’ future. It 
helps determine the degree to which our 
state will remain innovative and is a key 
element to our economic prosperity. These 
proposed reductions not only imperil 
research, they could force enrollment 
caps and inevitably would result in fewer 
course offerings and the elimination of 
entire programs at academic and health 
institutions. The drastic reduction for 
financial aid programs for our students 
also concerns us greatly.
The additional cuts will also result 
in” reduced levels of service to patients, 
particularly those enrolled in Medicaid. 
Our health institutions will not be able to 
train more physicians, nurses and other 
health professionals at a time when Texas 
has a critical shortage of such positions.  
The UT System has been focused 
on the need for greater efficiency and 
productivity for several years, and has 
tried to anticipate what this budget cycle 
would bring. We have taken proactive 
measures that have produced more than 
$1.2 billion in savings and avoided costs 
over the last five years. At the same time, 
we have instituted initiatives that are 
improving graduation and completion 
rates and productivity outcomes.
A detailed assessment of the budget 
cuts is under way at each UT institution, 
and each president will be empowered 
to manage reductions in a manner which 
best meets the respective institution’s 
needs. 
In the meantime, we will work closely 
with our elected officials with the hope 
of letting them know that while we are 
doing our part to address the state’s 
budget shortfall, we must be mindful 
that cutting our institutions again in a 
disproportionate way will have direct 
and negative consequences on students, 
patients, and our workforce, and it will 
not serve the state of Texas well.”  
Chancellor warns of budget bill’s cuts
UT SySTem PUblic AffAirS
The Capitol Theatre will reopen Friday 
for the Ultraviolet Dance Party.
 Organized by Brainwash Entertainment, 
the dance party will include DJs and live 
bands.
Irving Reyes, a sophomore 
communication major and event 
coordinator for Brainwash, said the 
event “is intended to help the city of 
Brownsville, to help restore the Capitol 
Theatre, restore our downtown and its 
beauty and its historic background.”
Reyes also said the event is aimed at the 
youth culture.
Craig Grove, founder of Brownsville 
Living, is one of the event’s sponsors. 
Brownsville Living is an organization 
whose mission is to promote and improve 
the city’s quality of life, according to its 
website.
“If we continue to have innovative 
young people like Irving … and people 
who are involved with downtown and 
trying to promote good things in the next 
few years, we could definitely have a 
good entertainment district,” Grove said.
Brainwash Entertainment has its origins 
as a student organization at UTB/TSC. 
“We were the music and entertainment 
committee, [but] we didn’t make it as 
an organization and we decided to go 
independent,” Reyes said.
The performers scheduled for the dance 
party include DJ KYZER, DJ CYFA, The 
Young Maths and The Counterparts.
Doors open at 7 p.m., and the show 
begins at 8. Admission is $5 per person.
The Capitol Theatre is located at the 




Brainwash to party at Capitol Theatre
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Instead of sleeping under warm covers 
on the chilly morning of Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day, more than 400 people 
volunteered across the city for UTB/
TSC’s first MLK Day of Service.
Dean of Students, the Scorpion 
Scholars program and the Center for 
Civic Engagement put the day of service 
together, which consisted of 22 UTB/
TSC organizations teaming up with nine 
different agencies to perform community 
service.
“It was a project I always wanted to 
do but never really had the manpower to 
do,” said Mari Fuentes-Martin, associate 
vice president for Student Affairs and 
dean of students. “Earlier this summer, 
the Scorpion Scholars became part of 
the area under my supervision, and I 
thought, ‘What a perfect group of students 
to help lead this kind of event.’ So with 
our coordinator Heather Olague, we put it 
together so I really applaud the scholars 
for their planning and our office working 
with the Center for Civic Engagement for 
making it all happen.”
A pavilion at Dean Porter Park housed 
the participants as they ate doughnuts and 
drank coffee in the morning before they 
went out to help with providing flu shots 
to the Buena Vida community; read to 
children at the Brownsville Adult Literacy 
Center; volunteered at the Brownsville 
Museum of Fine Art;  helped clean up 
the Sabal Palms Sanctuary; recruited 
people to get HIV tested by the Valley 
AIDS Council; worked with Healthy 
Communities of Brownsville Inc. to hand 
out Bag Ban stickers at Sunrise Mall, 
H-E-B and the A&V Lopez Supermarket, 
and clean up the UTB/TSC campus; and 
a larger number of people aided Keep 
Brownsville Beautiful in cleaning up the 
Old Cemetery and building a fence and 
greenhouse at the IDEA Frontier School. 
Wearing black plants splattered with 
white paint, senior psychology major 
Claudia Elizondo did her service by 
repainting the brick wall surrounding the 
cemetery.
“We got two-thirds of it done,” Elizondo 
said. “It’s especially more interesting 
if you’re working in a group than by 
yourself. It was awesome. … Interesting, 
didn’t think I’d be waking up in the 
morning to do this.”
At the IDEA Frontier School, freshman 
sociology major Linda Hernandez was 
getting muddy.
“We were in charge of making 3-foot 
holes in the ground so we could put up a 
greenhouse and the floor was kind of wet, 
so we got kind of muddy,” Hernandez 
said. “Another group was in charge of 
taking down a fence and putting up a new 
one made from recycled wooden crates. It 
was fun. …. You get to know that when 
you go to IDEA Academy, you’re like, ‘I 
helped put up those posts.’ They’re going 
to have their little farm so they can go on 
with their healthy eating habits.” 
At noon volunteers returned to the park 
for a chicken plate lunch and program 
with UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García 
as keynote speaker. 
“It would have been easy for each one 
of you to stay home and say, ‘There’s 
probably enough people there. They’re 
probably not going to miss me,’ but what 
if everyone of you would have said that?” 
García said. “… If you are left with just 
one impression today, I hope it is the fact 
that you matter. Your personal actions 
make a difference in our community.”
The president awarded Deloria Nanze-
Davis, assistant to the dean of the College 
of Applied Technology and General 
Studies and organizer of past MLK Day 
events, a plaque commemorating her 
commitment to the national holiday. The 
plaque reads: “With sincere appreciation 
for 13 years of selfless service in 
presenting the MLK Day program with 
her time, determination, and all of her 
heart.”
Nanze-Davis told the crowd: “I’m glad 
to see it’s taken another path because Dr. 
Martin Luther King was about service and 
he lived his life giving service to others to 
make other lives better, and I’m sure today 
we have done that today for someone.”
Fuentes-Martin hopes this is the first 
of an annual event with the possibility 
of including local schools in future MLK 
Day of Service projects.
“Maybe next year we’ll expand it to be 
a bit bigger, but I think this really met the 
goals we had and it went really well,” she 
said.
The event is part of a national day of 
service, which was designated as such in 
1994 by Congress, and is part of United 
We Serve--President Obama’s call for 
Americans to address the resulting, 
growing social needs from the 2008 
recession.
Organizations participating were Civic 
Engagement Scholars, Student Health 
Services, Sigma Psi Delta Sorority, Tau 
Kappa Epsilon Fraternity, Emergency 
Medical Science Club, National Honor 
Society, Gorgas Science Society, Baptist 
Student Ministries, CHANGE, Circle 
K International, Chi Alpha Christian 
Fellowship, Americorps, Student 
Government Association, Cyclone, 
Campus Recreation, Mu Alpha Nu 
Fraternity, Staff Senate, Dingbat 
Productions, Catholic Campus Ministries, 
American Criminal Justice Association 
and the UTB/TSC Alumni Association. 
Making a ‘day off’ a ‘day on’
By Rene Cardona Jr.
The Collegian
Members of the Sigma Psi Delta Sorority help out 
at the Brownsville Adult Literacy Center for the MLK 
Day of Service Jan. 17. 
CourTesy PhoTo
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Composer, percussionist and pedagogue 
Ney Rosauro joined forces with the UTB/
TSC Percussion Club on Jan. 15 in the 
Arts Center, where they showcased their 
musical talents to a welcoming audience.
The Rio de Janeiro native has traveled 
throughout the world to such countries 
as China, France, Italy, Germany and 
Argentina, among others, and arrived 
in Brownsville for the first time on Jan. 
14, where he was excited to discover the 
talents of the students.
“It’s a pleasure to come here, to visit the 
school for the first time,” Rosauro said. 
“I like to come to other places, not just to 
teach but to know what they are doing, the 
conditions of the school, the quality of the 
students and to interchange ideas with the 
teachers.”
Tom Nevill, an assistant professor of 
music and one of the organizers of the event, 
believes that these sorts of opportunities 
have a positive effect on students as well 
as the community.
“We tend to try to bring a guest artist at 
least once a year to work with our students,” 
Nevill said. “I think it is important for 
[students] to network outside of the 
university, to get another view of what’s 
going on in percussion, not just hearing it 
from me every day, hearing it from other 
people. It opens up their ears and eyes to 
different concerts.”
Rosauro’s enthusiastic performance 
transferred new musical elements and roots 
taken from Brazilian rhythms and melodies 
with a symphonic twist to the warm 
audience. His authenticity and gusto were 
ever-present throughout the performance. 
Although the main instruments were the 
marimbas, elements such as bird whistles 
were used as well to obtain what he referred 
to as “Brazilian landscape” music.
The show, sponsored by the Percussion 
Club was divided into five parts, each 
consisting of a different story, three of 
which featured the students. The entrance 
and the concerto were two of the ones 
in which students showcased their 
musical maturity. The parts consisted of 
“Mother Earth, Father Sky,” “Brazilian 
Landscapes,” “Valencia,” “Concerto No. 
2 for Marimba” and “Fred no Frevo.” A 
musical style, frevo originates from the 
northeastern Brazilian states of Bahía and 
Pernambuco.
Students in the Percussion Club were 
delighted to partake in such an event.
“It was truly an amazing experience,” 
said sophomore music education major 
Denisha Treviño, who was among the 
performers.  “It’s one of those once-in-a-
lifetime things that you get to do and it was 
an honor to perform his music and [have 
him] conduct us.”
Treviño said the experience allowed her 
to have a better connection with musical 
pieces and the different techniques and 
learn how to modify them to what you are 
comfortable with.
Upon his arrival, Rosauro conducted 
a free-admission percussion master class 
open to the public on Jan. 14 in the Arts 
Center Red Room, followed by a rehearsal 
with the Percussion Club.
The percussionist’s advice to students 
who are interested in a musical career is to 
“work hard to be a better musician, know 
all the instruments and know history and 
know different genres and play all styles of 
music.” He believes that the best musician 
is one who communicates through his 
instruments.
Rosauro obtained his undergraduate 
degree in composition and conducting at 
the Universidade de Brasilia, where he did 
not discover his love for percussion until 
his senior year.
“I was very impressed by the marimba 
and the vibraphone and the possibilities 
that the percussion can give,” he said. 
“Percussion is a lifelong commitment and is 
so different than some other instruments.”
He later obtained his master’s degree in 
percussion from the Hochscule für Musik 
Würzburg and his doctorate from the 
University of Miami in Coral Gables.
Composer brings out best in percussion students
By Héctor Aguilar
SpaniSh Editor
Randomly select a piece from the 
chocolate box, take a bite, and even if you 
were hoping it was caramel and turned 
out to be dark, well, it’s still chocolate.
Director Ron Howard’s “The Dilemma” 
at its core is about Ronny (Vince Vaughn) 
and Nick (Kevin James), 
best friends dating back 
to their college days, who 
are business partners in the 
automotive industry looking 
to sign with a major dealer.
The duo sweet talk their 
way into landing a meeting 
with a big-time automotive 
dealer and are given a 
chance to make an engine 
for classic-muscle-car body 
types. Nick, who has been 
married to Geneva (Winona 
Ryder), is the brains of 
the tandem and Ronny takes care of the 
business aspect. If all goes well, Ronny 
is looking to marry his girlfriend Beth, 
played by Jennifer Connelly, whom we 
sadly don’t see enough of in the movie. 
While searching for the right place 
to propose, Ronny catches Geneva 
smooching on Zip (Channing Tatum) and 
is left with the predicament of whether he 
should tell Nick, who is tirelessly working 
on the engine for their moneymaking 
deal. 
This is where the main issue for Ronny 
and the movie begin. Howard, who 
recently has done dramas “Frost/Nixon,” 
“The Da Vinci Code” and “Cinderella 
Man,” spills some of that theatrics onto 
the so-called comedy. The laughs turn 
to concern, even a little suspense, and 
without giving away any spoilers, the 
plot thickens and it leads up to substantial 
unexpected emotional tension.
There is a substantial amount of moral 
and relationship issues, as 
well, that go on between 
both couples that makes 
the film much more 
complex than a straight-
up slapstick comedy. 
The movie is well 
acted but in the end you 
are left with your own 
dilemma on what you just 
saw. Was that a comedy? 
Drama? Vaughn fans 
looking for that “Wedding 
Crashers,” “Old School”-
type of comedy will be 
disappointed, but he is still sharp and 
funny as always. 
Yet, even with its curveball, “The 
Dilemma” keeps you engaged and despite 
its up-and-down gear shift from comedy 
to drama, the movie still could be worth 
the price of admission if your intentions 
aren’t solely to have gut-wrenching 
laughs.  
“The Dilemma” made $21.1 million 
in its four-day opening weekend, just a 
little more than half of what “The Green 
Hornet” delivered taking over “True Grit” 





Composer, percussionist and pedagogue Ney Rosauro performs with the UTB/TSC Percussion Club on Jan. 
15 in the Arts Center.
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Brooklyn’s Das Racist is not your 
average rap group. With name drops 
in their lyrics like Hugo Chavez, 
George Harrison, Coretta Scott King 
and Ronnie James Dio, Das Racist 




and hype man 
Ashok Kondabolu, 
also known as 
“Dap,” incorporate 
their racial and 
cultural roots for 
their music, which 
jumps back and 
forth from Indian 
to Latin American 
to regular All-
A m e r i c a n 
references that are both humorous and 
thought provoking.  
Das Racist’s critically acclaimed 
debut release, titled “Shut up, Dude,” 
featured a bare-bones throwback to the 
sampling and flows of ’80s old-school 
rap reminiscent of Grand Master Flash 
and the Furious Five. In its sophomore 
release, “Sit down, Man,” the group 
diverges from its simpler formula 
to a more diverse array of musical 
landscapes ranging from new age to 
classic rock.
Samples of Enigma, The Doors and 
the Malawian group The Very Best 
are transposed into completely new 
tracks with danceable beats and witty 
lyrics. The song “Rooftop,” which 
encompasses a heavy cross-section 
of Das Racist’s varied topics for 
discussion, is a prime example of the 
group’s short attention span flavor: 




Probably possibly a 
mockery of monarchy
I’m complex like 
Cournot’s duopoly 
quantities …”
The group’s message 
ranges from philosophy 
to pop culture to 
marijuana (and really, 
it wouldn’t be rap if 
you didn’t hear just 
a smidgen of radical 
thinking).  Peppered 
with tongue-in-cheek satire and a star-
studded guest list of such producers as 
Quincy Jones, Diplo, Teengirl Fantasy, 
Chairlift and Jay-Z, Das Racist has 
ventured into the crossover territory 
that is guaranteed to win them fans 
across the board.  
You can catch Das Racist at the 
annual Never Say Never Music and 
Arts Festival March 15 at the Las 
Palmas Race Park in Mission. 
 To listen to or to download a free 
copy of “Shut up, Dude” or “Sit down, 




Das Racist: ‘Sit down, Man’
Composer, percussionist and pedagogue Ney Rosauro performs with the UTB/TSC Percussion Club on Jan. 
15 in the Arts Center.
Una beca ha permitido que UTB/
TSC sea la única universidad en 
desarrollar una maestría de traducción 
e interpretación de español e inglés 
en línea en todo país y a nivel estatal 
la única 100 por ciento en línea. 
“No por tener dos piernas podemos 
ser atletas profesionales, no por tener 
papel y pluma podemos diseñar una 
casa y no por saber dos idiomas 
podemos ser traductores e intérpretes, 
le falta una capacitación profesional”, 
dijo José Dávila-Montes, un profesor 
del Departamento de Lenguas 
Modernas  y coordinador del programa.
Este programa de maestría se 
propone capacitar adecuadamente 
a los estudiantes para poder ser 
intérpretes y traductores profesionales.
La beca, de $299,555, fue 
otorgada por el Departamento de 
Educación de los Estados Unidos.
Una amalgama de profesores 
universitarios de distintas ciudades del 
mundo tales como  Nueva York, Dublín 
y Barcelona aportará un alto 
nível de diversidad a la maestría 
de traducción e interpretación.
Ana Laura Martell, estudiante 
del programa, dice que el hecho 
de tener una diversidad en el 
profesorado y en el estudiantado 
hace que uno se enriquezca 
cultural y lingüísticamente.
La aprobación de este 
programa no se tenía planeada 
hasta el 2012; sin embargo, 
las cosas se adelantaron y el 
programa debutó en otoño 
de 2010. El número de 
estudiantes está incrementándose con 
aproximadamente ocho nuevos este 
semestre, lo cual deja la cifra en un 
total de 25, informó Dávila-Montes.
La flexibilidad que brinda esta maestría 
ha atraído a estudiantes de todas partes 
del estado en ciudades como Dallas, 
San Angelo y Houston. A nivel nacional 
hay estudiantes de California, la Florida 
y Nueva York. Inclusive hay hasta 
estudiantes de Guadalajara, México.
A Lourdes Pumarejo De la Tour, 
otra estudiante del programa, le agrada 
esta flexibilidad porque puede pasar 
tiempo con su familia y siempre había 
querido estudiar traducción pero nunca 
se le había presentado la oportunidad. 
Ambas estudiantes concuerdan que 
el orden es primordial al desempeñar 
esta maestría. Ellas recomiendan 
designar ciertos días para hacer ciertas 
tareas como la lectura, atender el 
foro, o lo que necesiten. El uso de una 
agenda es ampliamente recomendado.
“Tienes que tener mucho orden 
y mucha disciplina en cómo hacer 
las cosas porque si no te come el 
tiempo”, dijo Pumarejo De la Tour.
El programa consiste en 12 cursos 
de 36 créditos vía Internet, cinco 
obligatorios y el resto optativos pero 
de traducción. Sí uno se afanara podría 
completar la maestría en un lapso de año 
y medio siendo estudiante de tiempo 
completo y llevando cursos de verano. 
Una rotación de cursos cada semestre 
permite que un estudiante ingrese ya 
sea en el semestre de otoño o primavera.
Los deberes se realizan a través 
de Blackboard y por el e-mail de esa 
entidad, los estudiantes se comunican 
y mandan sus trabajos semanales 
y también hay foros de discusión. 
 “[Asistir al] foro es como si fueras 
a  ir a clases; por ejemplo, ahí puedes 
ir a publicar cualquier pregunta, a dar 
cualquier sugerencia, comentario, como 
si uno lo estuviera haciendo en clase… 
Es como levantar la mano”, dijo Martell. 
Aquellos que obtengan una maestría 
en traducción e interpretación podrían 
trabajar en agencias federales tales como 
el FBI, como interpretes médicos, en 
los tribunales estatales o federales, 
o como autónomos o hasta ser 
interprete para la Organización 
de las Naciones Unidas. El 
salario promedio en el campo 
de la traducción e interpretación 
es de $50,000 anualmente. 
“El abanico es muy amplio, 
realmente si una persona con 
titulación consigue a acceder 
y superar las pruebas de 
ingreso; por ejemplo, para ser 
un intérprete federal, el salario 
excede los $60,000 anuales de 
inmediato”, dijo Dávila-Montes. 
   Actualmente existe un incremento 
del 24 por ciento en la demanda 
de traductores e intérpretes.
      “Yo siento que en la zona inmediata 
de Brownsville, no hay tanta necesidad 
porque la gente se defiende muy 
bien en los dos idiomas” él dijo. “Sin 
embargo, a nivel nacional, la carencia 
de intérpretes formados es altísima. 
  “Me gustó la traducción porque 
descubrí cosas muy interesantes 
y no exagero cuando digo que la 
traducción te cambia la manera de 
ver el mundo, porque es un arte que 
es interdisciplinario”, dijo Martell.
  Con la implementación de este 
programa los estudiantes de UTB/
TSC tendrán esta oportunidad.
              Para mayores informes, acuda a www.
utb.edu/translation, o comuníquese 
con Dávila-Montes al teléfono 882-
8215 o vía e-mail jose.davila@utb.edu.











Clasificación: estudiante de tercer año
Fecha de graduación: Primavera 2012
Reconocimientos: Lista del Decano, 
Verano 2010
Pasatiempos: “Me encanta leer 
cuestiones de ficción y románticas”.
Actividades extracurriculares: “Vemos 
películas o jugamos algún juego. Los 
fines de semana siempre tenemos algo 
que hacer en la casa y nos gusta mucho 
salir de excursión”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? 
“Honestamente sería editar libros”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Sacar a mis 
hijos... adelante, ayudarlos en todo lo que 
pueda. Lo más importante para mí es que 
mis hijos salgan adelante y pues quiero 
que estén orgullosos también de mi que 
así como en México tuve la oportunidad 
de terminar una carrera, terminarla 
también aquí”. 
¿Cómo te ves dentro de 10 años? 
“Como una persona exitosa, tengo mucha 
fe”. 
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad? “Pues 
hay muchas cosas, principalmente los 
maestros, la manera en que tienen, por 
ejemplo, las áreas reservadas, las tutorías 
que tienen los maestros, que buscan 
jóvenes que son adecuados y preparados 
para ayudarte cuando necesitas apoyo”.
Anécdota: Hace aproximadamente un 
año y medio, yo estaba en la clase de 
gobierno y me empecé a sentir muy mal, 
no sabía que estaba pasando. De repente 
en la clase empecé a ver que el maestro 
se alejaba y se acercaba, se alejaba y se 
acercaba, y pues no sabía lo que estaba 
ocurriéndome y fui al baño. Me lavé la 
cara y regresé y empecé a sentir la mano 
dormida... Así que me senté en uno de los 
pasillos de SET-B y pasa un joven, quien 
no sé quien es hasta ahorita para darle las 
gracias. Pasa y me toma de la mano y me 
dice ¿se siente bien, señora? Le dije: no 
me siento bien, me siento muy mal, ¿Hay 
a alguien que quiere que le hable? Le 
dije: Sí, mi hija, está en clase. En menos 
de cinco minutos estaba una enfermera, 
llamaron a la ambulancia y me atendieron 
inmediatamente. Estuvieron conmigo, no 
me dejaron sola. Me llamó la atención 
que se me movieron rapidísimo o sea 
aquí nuestros hijos están bien cuidados”.
 
 --Recopilado por Daniel Beltrán
ChrisophEr pEña/CollEgian
La maestría en traducción ahora en línea
“Me gustó la traducción porque descubrí 
cosas muy interesantes y no exagero cuando 
digo que la traducción te cambia la manera 
de ver el mundo, porque es un arte que es 
interdisciplinario”. 
-- Ana Laura Martell, estudiante de 
maestría en traducción e interpretacion  
lEsliE BarriEntos/CollEgian 
La jefa de operaciones y servicios de 
la unión estudiantil, Mónica Alvarado 
(izquierda) le informa a la estudiante 
de segundo año Sandra Ross acerca 
del show del comediante Mo Amer, el 
miércoles pasado como parte de las 
actividades de la semana de bienvenida 
. Alvarado fue una de varias voluntarios 
en las mesas de información ubicadas 
a través del campus para ayudar a los 
estudiantes durante los primeros días del 
semestre.
El profesor José Dávila-Montes, profesor del Departamento de Lenguas Modernas y coordinador del 
nuevo programa de maestria en traducción e interpretación en línea utiliza unas herramientas para 
el proceso de interpretación en el laboratorio multimedia de idiomas modernos en Cortéz  salón 118.
héCtor aguilar/CollEgian
Bienvenida
After a promising fall with the Navy 
and Orange World Series, UTB/TSC 
Baseball Coach Bryan Aughney had a 
chance to evaluate his 30-man roster 
and came to an uplifting conclusion: 
He’s got depth.
The Scorpions are returning 18 play-
ers from the 2010 roster, including start-
ers Gus Henggeler and Gilberto Puente, 
first baseman Matt Ginn, second base-
man Nick Loftis and outfielders Jorge 
Camorlinga, Peter Maldonado and des-
ignated team captain Matt Warner.
While those returning starters will 
likely be the foundation for UTB/TSC, 
last fall, Aughney had several players 
catch his attention.
“One of the nicest things coming off 
the fall is we’ve got some options,” he 
said. “We’ve got some depth on the 
mound both from a starter’s standpoint 
and in our bullpen. Positionally, we also 
have some depth in areas that’ll create 
some options for us offensively and 
defensively.” 
Some major contributions could 
come via the freshmen as a handful of 
the first-year Scorpions raised eyebrows 
during the Orange and Navy World Se-
ries last month.
“We saw some really good things out 
of our freshmen Adam Miller, Rick Ala-
nis, Carlos Rodriguez, all really good 
things out of those guys and very ex-
cited to see the progress they’ve made,” 
Aughney said. “Joel Fernandez, who 
had a medical red shirt last year, had a 
really good fall and surprised the heck 
out of me, as far as the level of play he 
came in with, and him being healthy 
and excited and ready to go.”
Warner, who finished second on the 
team with a .364 batting average and 72 
hits in 198 at bats in 2010, said there is 
a sense of unity from this year’s squad 
that was missing from last season’s 
history-making campaign, where the 
Scorpions advanced to the NAIA Na-
tional Tournament for the first time.
“Our fall World Series, I thought, 
the team really came together,” Warner 
said. “We have a lot of talent this year 
and a lot of returning guys. I think we 
gained a lot of depth in our pitching 
staff. All around, this is going to be one 
of the better Scorpion teams we’ve had. 
We’ve all got the expectations for the 
conference tournament and nationals, 
and it should go really well this year.
On the mound, UTB/TSC will 
welcome back ace Julian Moya, who is 
coming off a medical red shirt season 
to go along with starters Danny Gido-
ra and local standout Henry Garcia (of 
Porter High School).
“It’s nice to have Julian in cleats 
[again],” Aughney said. “It’s huge to 
have him back in a key role and big for 
him to get back out here because you 
can only do so much sitting out. We’re 
excited to see Danny Gidora and new 
addition Henry Garcia out there. Zach 
Armstrong, who is a transfer lefty for 
us, and freshman Baylor Bickerton 
had a really good fall. We’ve got more 
options than we’ve ever had in the past. 
It’s going to be how everyone fits in the 
mix, and we’ll rock ’n’ roll from there.”
SportS
Some of UTB/TSC golfer Elizabeth 
Garza’s fondest memories are of being 
on the links with her father. 
For as long as she can remember, it’s 
been a dream to play collegiate golf and 
now that her dream has become a reality 
the freshman standout is not only living 
it but also flourishing for the navy and 
orange.
“My parents say it’s in my blood [to 
play golf],” Garza said. “But I really do 
love it and love everything about the 
game. It’s one of my favorite pastimes.”
Garza began to realize her natural 
talents in high school, where she quali-
fied for the regional tournament as an 
individual three consecutive seasons.
First-year Coach Anthony Lopez, 
who was an assistant during her recruit-
ment last season, said Garza’s tireless 
drive and work ethic were integral to 
her becoming a Scorpion.
“I’ve seen her dedication since she’s 
been in high school, all four years of her 
practicing in high school, and I could see 
the transition, from beginner to interme-
diate to the level she’s at now,” Lopez 
said. “Dedication in high school stands 
out a lot more than it does in college, 
and I could definitely see that. Once we 
got to speaking about her, she was very 
excited and said it was something she 
always wanted to do, so we were able to 
make it happen.”
Lopez added that the former 
Lopez High School standout has been 
an important member of the 2011 UTB/
TSC Women’s Golf Team.
“She is a big part of the team, 
especially what she’s done as a 
freshman,” Lopez said. “[Elizabeth] has 
made an impact on the team and led the 
team in both tournaments, as well as the 
match play tournament. A solid younger 
player can push people on the team and 
it’s what I see her doing.”
Garza led the Scorpions with two 
top-20 finishes in the fall at the Univer-
sity of Mary Hardin Baylor Fall Invita-
tional and Southern Collegiate Athletic 
Conference Fall Preview. She finished 
the semester with a team best 86.50 
average.
“I don’t think our team shot what we 
could have in the fall tournaments,” 
Garza said. “We’re better than that. 
With all the hard work we’re going to 
put in, and we’re going to push each 
other to be the best, we’ll prove it in the 
spring.” 
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UTB/TSC Scorpion pitcher Henry Garcia practices 
for the upcoming game against alumni, which was 






Freshman buisness management major Elizabeth Garza sits on a golf cart before she practices at Fort Brown 




Day Time  Opponent
29         1 p.m.                      Laredo C.C. 
Game 2  vs.                     Laredo C.C. 
30         1 p.m.         Laredo C.C. 
 Game 2  vs.      Laredo C.C.
Scorpions have more depth in 2011
Garza leads women’s golf team
By Louie Vera
SportS Editor
The PGA Tour 
season is under way 
and the big cat of 
the sports world will 
make his debut at the 
Farmers Insurance 
Open this weekend.
Tiger Woods is the No. 2 golfer 
in the world and the 35-year-old is 
starting a new chapter in his career and 
his life. With all the controversy a thing 
of the past (crossing fingers), it won’t 
take long for his presence to be felt 
again.
Woods, who is recently divorced 
after his extramarital affairs were 
exploited by almost every media out-
let in the universe, has been working 
vigorously on his game with new golf 
coach Sean Foley.
The most recognizable face in sports 
showed flashes of the old Woods 
despite losing to Graeme McDowel in a 
playoff at the Chevron World Challenge 
in Thousand Oaks, Calif., last month.
San Diego’s Torrey Pines is a great 
place to get started for Woods as 
it’s  practically a second home to the 
veteran golfer, who has won the event 
six times and in total has 11 top-10s in 
the Farmers Insurance Open.
Woods is winless since claiming the 
Australian Masters in November 2009 
and for such a fierce competitor to endure 
such a lull without a win can only fuel the 
fire more to go after it in 2011. In fact, on 
his Twitter account on Jan. 19 he posted: 
“I’ve been working hard on my game, it’s 
game time hooah!!”
Ironically, all the mess that occurred 
in 2010 could ostensibly rejuvenate 
the 14-time major champion, who is 
still seeking the ultimate record of 18 
major titles set by the Golden Bear Jack 
Nicklaus. 
Woods is no longer a full-time 
husband and, honestly, that just gives 
him more time to be on the practice 
range or putting green.
Also, I can assure you Tiger doesn’t 
like sitting in the second position in the 
world rankings, either. As his late father 
Earl Woods would tell him: “Second 
sucks and third is worse.”
If Tiger is as ready as he claims to be, 
we’ll be hard pressed not to find the red 
and black on Sunday afternoons like 
we’ve all been accustomed to. And, in 
all sincerity, golf needs it.
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Club kids
LesLie Barrientos/CoLLegian
Freshman Salomon Colmenero tries on different props provided by the Dingbat Productions theater club at UTB/TSC during Join-a-Club Day, held Wednesday 
on the Paseo between the Student Union and the Life and Health Sciences Building. A total of 17 registered student organizations participated and about 300 
students attended the event sponsored by the Office of Student Life.
